
 
 

Your Wedding at Christ Church-St. Michaels 
 

Entering a Holy Union of a Marriage is a major rite of celebration in the Christian 
community. Christ Church, St. Michael’s wishes your wedding to be a beautiful and 
memorable occasion; therefore, to uphold the integrity of the liturgy and to provide a 
setting in which the couple, their families and friends can celebrate its joy, the following 
customs and traditions of the Episcopal Church will assist you in planning your 
celebration of marriage. Be assured of our prayers as you prepare for the Celebration 
and Blessing of a Marriage. 

Qualifications for Marriage at Christ Church 

Weddings are normally done for the couples where at least one of the two is a 
member or are in the process of becoming members of Christ Church St. Michaels 
Parish. We also prioritize those who have a historical or family relationship with 
Christ Church. We also consider couples with close ties to an episcopal church. The 
clergy has pastoral discretion to make exceptions to these qualifications. 

At least one party to the union must be baptized in the Christian faith. 

Over the course of preparation, we encourage, particularly if they live locally, the 
couple to attend worship at Christ Church in order to receive the support of the 
congregation and experience this as a spiritual time in life’s journey. 

Meeting with the Clergy 

All plans for a wedding ceremony including the date must be made in consultation 
with our clergy. Please consult with the clergy prior to making the rest of your plans 
for your reception. 

Requests for weddings to be held at Christ Church must be made well in advance. 
Several months are best, but at least 60 days is required. There can be no 
exceptions. If either party has been married previously, a longer period of time will 
be required as it requires the approval of the Bishop. The person must be divorced 
for at least one year before a ceremony will be granted. 

The clergy meets at least three times with the wedding couple during the months 
preceding the wedding to discuss the meaning of Christian marriage and the 
preparation for it. This can be done in person when possible or may be done 
electronically. 

 

 

 

 



Meeting with the Music Director 

Once you have selected a wedding date, call the Organist/Music Director to make an 
appointment to discuss and select music. Do this no less than one month prior to 
the wedding date. 

A church wedding is a worship service, and it is necessary to keep this in mind when 
selecting music. Music for the service should be sacred or classical. Texts are 
commonly drawn from The Holy Bible or The Book of Common Prayer; this can be a 
direct quote, a paraphrase or the general thought of a passage. The music for your 
wedding needs to be approved by our clergy and the Music Director. 

It is our policy at Christ Church to have the parish organist play for weddings. If the 
organist is unavailable, he will arrange for a substitute. Additional professional 
vocal or instrumental soloist will need to be approved by our clergy and our Music 
Director. You will assume the financial responsibility of compensating the said 
additional professionals. 

Meeting with the Church Coordinator 

Our Church Coordinator is the person with whom the wedding couple will discuss 
arrangements for the church and certain other details pertaining to the wedding 
day. Please contact our Church Coordinator at least one month before the wedding. 

In keeping with the customs and traditions of Christ Church St. Michaels, we adhere 
to the policy that the marriage ceremony is a solemn and public covenant between 
two people in the presence of God; therefore, the wedding is not and will not be 
treated as an event, but as a sacred and solemn rite. 

Flowers 

We will arrange to have our florist deliver all white altar flowers the day of the 
service.  

Your flowers are to remain on the altar and will be offered in thanksgiving for your 
wedding at the worship service the following morning. 

Seating & Reserved Pews 

The church will seat 200 comfortably. The balcony is not available, and will not be 
considered for seating.  

The number of reserved pews, for both families, will be discussed, as well as any 
need for handicapped seating. 

Photographer and/or Videographer 

The photographer/videographer is a guest of the church at the wedding ceremony 
and is expected to observe the rules adopted by the church. 

NO flash photographs may be taken in the interior of the church during the wedding 
service. Photographs may be taken before and/or after the ceremony. 

The church will be available one and one half hours before the wedding for pictures. 
No photographs may be taken from behind the altar railing. 



During the wedding service, the photographer must remain in a single location at 
the rear of the nave or in the church balcony, and there can be NO flash 
photographs. 

Photographs may be taken after the ceremony, for a period not to exceed 30 
minutes, the only restriction being that no photographs will be taken from behind 
the altar railing. However, all people and equipment involved must be out of the 
church 30 minutes after the conclusion of the wedding. Altar hangings, candelabra, 
and church decorations will be removed 30 minutes after the service. The church 
must be readied for a worship service the following day. Please remember that the 
clergy and Altar Guild are waiting to get on with their duties. 

A videographer is to remain only in the church balcony. Remaining in this location 
throughout the ceremony will ensure that neither the wedding party nor the 
congregation are disturbed during the service. Any extension cords that the 
videographer might need must be provided. 

Attached is a sheet of instructions to be given to your videographer and/or 
photographer, PLEASE discuss the church’s expectations with them well before the 
wedding. 

Rehearsal & Wedding Preparations 

The officiating clergy is in charge of the wedding rehearsal. 

There will be a rehearsal scheduled to begin no later than 5 P M the evening before 
the wedding. The clergy, organist, our Church Coordinator, and your entire wedding 
party is to be present and on time. With the cooperation from the entire wedding 
party, it will take no longer than one hour. The church will close at 7 PM. 

The ceremony will not be allowed to proceed without a current valid marriage 
license. Therefore, the marriage license and fees are to be brought to the parish 
office no later than two weeks prior to the wedding. 

The wedding couple and their witnesses will sign the Parish Register at the 
rehearsal. This prevents unnecessary confusion at the time of the wedding. 

Receiving lines for wedding guests is a function for the reception. Please do not use 
alcohol, confetti, rice, rose petals, birdseed, or other material either inside or 
outside the church. Also please discourage blowing horns when leaving the church 
property in consideration for our neighbors. Christ Church is not responsible for 
any property left in the building before or after the wedding. 

Smoking is NOT permitted on church property. 

Liturgy 

The "Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage" as contained in the Book of Common 
Prayer is used as the basic form for the service. In consultation with the clergy the 
couple is asked to choose the scripture lessons, the readers of the scripture lessons, 
the music (hymns, processional, recessional, soloist), whether or not they would like 
Holy Communion, and other particulars relating to the service. If the service is to 
include Holy Communion, all persons in the congregation, should they desire, will 
be invited to partake of the bread and wine. 

 

 



Use of Alcohol, Edibles, and Controlled Substances 

Alcohol, edibles, and controlled substances are not permitted in the church or on 
church grounds. If any member of the wedding party is considered to be under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, the priest may refuse to allow the ceremony to proceed 
and may exclude the person from the ceremony. 

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on Christ Church’s property. We comply by 
the alcohol policy of the Diocese of Easton and of Christ Church St Michaels parish. 

Fees / Honorariums 

 

 Active, contributing 
members of our parish 

Non-parishioners 

Donation $2,500 $5,000 

Clergy $400 $800 

Organist $300 $300 

Church Coordinator $200 $200 

Cleaning Services $100 $100 

 

 
 
Important Names and Numbers 

The Priest-in Charge: 
The Reverend Canon Marianne S. Ell 
revmarianne@christstmichaels.org 
410-745-9076 
 
Organist/Director of Music: 
William Thomas 
Wrt305@me.com 
410-745-9076 
 
Church Coordinator / Parish Administrator 
Carol Osborne 
carol@christstmichaels.org 
410-745-9076 
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