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13 SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

 

 

THE SEASON AFTER 

  

 

 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

9:30 AM 

 
 

Christ Church is a welcoming community of faith where all may 
grow spiritually – seeking the wisdom of Christ, loving with the 
heart of Christ and serving as the hands of Christ – shining as a 

beacon in the Bay Hundred and beyond. 

Reader: Morna Golletz 

Intercessor: Lesley Moyer 

Eucharistic Ministers: Kathie 

Middleton, Sheila Vaughan 

Ushers: Randy & Dawn Smith 
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WELCOME TO  

CHRIST CHURCH, ST. MICHAELS PARISH 

 

NEW TO EPISCOPAL WORSHIP? 

• All are encouraged to follow along with the liturgy outlined in this 
service bulletin and participate as indicated. Community 
participation and response are vital in the life of our worship. 

• Congregational responses are bolded and italic. 

• As a norm, we stand for processions, the reading of the Gospel, the 
creeds, and hymns.  

• It is appropriate to either stand or kneel (as you are able) for prayer 
and for Holy Communion.  Some folks cross themselves, while 
others don’t. There’s no requirement that everyone make the same 
choice. Unity, rather than uniformity, is what we seek in our 
common worship. 

• For those unfamiliar with liturgical worship, it’s not unusual to feel a 
bit tentative. Please know you are more than welcome to simply 
listen and watch until you feel ready to join in. Remember that all of 
this is primarily a celebration, and we’re glad you’re here! 

• For those unable to attend in person, this service is being livestreamed. 

 

 

The Order of Service presented in this service bulletin is from the  
ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP. 

 
Hymns and service music may be found in the  

HYMNAL 1982. 
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In consideration of those seated around you, please observe a time of silence.  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Organ Voluntary    Arioso in A Major                                                         J. S. Bach 
                                                                                                                                                                           (1685-1750) 

Announcements 

Please stand as you are able. 

Opening Hymn #400 All creatures of our God and King     Lasst uns erfeuen  
                                                                                           (vv 1, 4, 5, 7) 

The Opening Sentences  

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise #278  Glory to God                                             William Mathias 

                                                    (1934-1992) 

♪♪ Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

 we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♪♪ 
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The Collect of the Day     

Celebrant  God be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, 
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

The First Lesson                                                                                          Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph shows grace to his brothers, remembering that vengeance belongs to 
the Lord, and forgiveness is faithfulness. 

A reading from the Book of Genesis: 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 

still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 

did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 

are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 

the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 

for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have 

no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 

reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People      Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm     the People respond by whole verse as indicated                          Psalm 103:8-13 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

He will not always accuse us, * 
nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, * 
so far has he removed our sins from us. 

As a father cares for his children, * 
so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 
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The Second Lesson                                                                                        Romans 14:1-12 

The details of our religious practice are not as important as our self-giving 

love for one another as God’s redeemed people. 

A reading from letter of Paul to the Romans: 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 

Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 

lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, 

observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, 

since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 

Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 

might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People      Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 

Sequence Hymn #410   Praise, my soul, the King of heaven          Lauda anima 

The Gospel Lesson                                                                                   Matthew 18:21-35 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed 

him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord 

ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity 

for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that 

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 

Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison 

until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 

had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his 

lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

The Homily                                     The Rev. Kelsey Spiker 
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Please stand. 

The Nicene Creed    said in unison 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People    (HEAR OUR PRAYER) 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty Deliverer, you have heard and lifted up your people again and again; 

hear us now as we pray saying Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

The Intercessor begins. The People respond as indicated. 

Grant your church wisdom in discerning your call to us that we might be the 

beacon of hope you have intended us to be. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, look graciously upon our parish and guide 

us in our search for a new rector. Grant to our search committee and vestry 

wisdom, patience and discernment. We pray you will lead us to a faithful 

pastor who will feed us with your word and sacraments and help us continue to 

be a beacon of light and love in the Bay Hundred community. Open our hearts 

to the vision you have set before us and unite us in love as we prepare to 

welcome a new rector, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Give us courage and determination in our civic life, that we might be witness to 

the power of repentance, reconciliation, and justice to our neighbors. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Lead us into a way of life that is sustainable and equitable, that all might 

participate in the bounty of your creation. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
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Open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands to respond to the needs of those 

around us who suffer from the lack of basic needs; show us how to respond in 

love to the wants we encounter. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer, who face illness, or who are 

wounded; mend what has broken in our lives. Especially, we pray for those on 

our parish prayer list, which can be found in the bulletin insert. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Embrace the dying in your grace, grant them and us new life in the kingdom to 

come. 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant says a concluding Collect. 

Sovereign Lord, grant us deeper understanding and love of you, that we might 

grow to the stature you intended for us and answer our prayers through Christ, 

our only Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 

always. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin   

Let us confess our sins to God.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing 
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in 
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

The Peace   

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan here for  

Christ Church, St. Michaels Giving Portal 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Anthem   Lord, Speak to Me          Schumann/arr. Penny Rodriguez 
                                                                The Chancel Choir 

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
in living echoes of Your tone; 

as You have sought, so let me seek 
Your erring children lost and lone. 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 

the precious things that You impart; 
and wing my words, that they may reach 

the hidden depths of many a heart. 
O fill me with Your fullness Lord, 

Until my very heart o’er flow. 
In dwindling thought and glowing word, 

Your love to tell, Your praise to show. 
O use me Lord, use even me, 

just as You will and when and where; 
until Your blessed face I see, 

Your rest, Your joy, Your glory share. 

Please stand.   

Presentation Hymn                                                                                        Lasst uns erfreuen 
                                                                                                                                                            

♪♪  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  ♪♪ 

The Great Thanksgiving  (BCP, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  C) 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 

home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 

with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 

turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 

another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 

and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 

to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus #S128       Holy, holy, holy Lord                              William Mathias  
                                                                                                                                                                                   (1934-1992) 

 

♪♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. ♪♪ 

The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 

by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 

Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 

and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace 

of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 

worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 

worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.  

The Lord’s Prayer      

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,  
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

The Breaking of the Bread  
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Fraction Anthem #S155          Christ our Passover                                          Gerald Near 
                                                                                                                                                                                                (b. 1942) 

 ♪♪ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. ♪♪ 

 The Invitation to Communion  

Presenting the consecrated elements, the Celebrant offers the following invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who seek God, those 
who love God, and those who want to love God more. So come, you who have much faith, and you who 
have little, or are questioning faith. Come, you who have been here often, and you who have not been 
for a long time or ever before. Come, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not 
because the Church invites you; it is Christ who invites you to be known, to be fed, to be loved here.  

The people come forward for Communion as directed by the usher. Both elements of bread and wine 
will be offered. As you approach the priest, please extend your arms with your hands cupped together 
to indicate you wish to receive the bread.  If you do not wish to receive either sacrament, you may 
cross your arms over your chest and receive a blessing from the priest.  Gluten-free wafers are 
available for those who so desire. 

Please be seated. 

Communion Hymn #593 Lord, make us servants of your peace 
                                                                                                                         Dickinson College 

Communion Hymn #606 Where true charity and love dwell 
                                                                                                                                    Ubi caritas 
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Please stand and say in unison 

The Post Communion Prayer 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you 
have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen 

The Blessing 

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, 

and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s 

blessing be with you always.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn #376  Joyful, joyful we adore thee                        Hymn to Joy                  

Dismissal 

Leader Let us go forth in the name of Christ! Alleluia, alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!  

Voluntary     Maestoso in B flat                                             J. G. Sachs 
                                                                                                                                                                                          (1806-1877) 
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